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August 30, 1950
70 s Chairman, Poychological Strategy Board
From 2 IE = Co M. Hulten

Subjects Problem for Consideration of the Board

Problem: Shall army radio statlons overssas in the Armed Forces Network
(ATW] Tollow State Nepartment overnipht guidances and use selocted portions
of the VOA nsws {ile? , .

Discuasion: - Represenistives of HICOG met informally wlth AFN offlcials and
neva seard on Aurmst 166h in an effort to achleve clessr coordination

betwsen vhe Voice of Assrica programs and AFN. (See HICOG Frankfurt despatch
no, 515, August 17, 2950, TAB A).
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The HICQO-AFN meobing was held as the result of the daspatch
to HICOG hy the Departuent of thrac alrgrams, A<h8 of July 6th, A=335 of
August 3rd and A-433 of August 1lth, all drafted in GAI and clsared in
the IE area only with a Weshington represaptative of IBD. {(See file
at TAB B)o  The alvgram series had been initlated to urge closer coordi-
nation betwasn the VOA and AFN. The third airgram, A-:33, was written
at the request of Colonel S, Y. McGiffert, Director TI&E, Department of
the Army and stoteds o

"The refersnce girpram has besn dlscussed with the
" Dapartmant of the Arawy and while there is neo objection to
a monitoring of the VOA news file by AFN for the purposss of
such guldancs as AFN mey desire to cull from the file, the
Department of the Arvmy requests that in your discussions it
ba made clear “hat there is in no way any coumpulsion for ATFN
to be gulded by VOA broadcasta,®

- Mr. Xohler, Chief of IBD, has ralsed the point that this third
alrpram would appear o pub AFN on guard agalnst using Department guldances
and VOA nows frecly.

. ‘ A decision by the Board appsars necessary to clarify this situation
for the guidance of all weraons concerned. " '

Racomnendations: That the Board adopt the pollcy that AFY should follow
state Depariment overnlght guldances and the VOA news file rogularly %o
insure the presentation to overseas audiences of a coordinated and clear
cut Unlted States position at all times,
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